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shutdowns, bans pick up pace 


Newsom’s edict applies to all nonessential 
professional, social, community gatherings 


By John Woolfolk, Casey 
Tolan and Maggie Angst 
Staff writers 


California began shutting down 
on Thursday as the nation’s most 
populous state enacted broad new 
restrictions to halt the spread of 
the coronavirus and residents at- 
tempted to adjust to the rapidly 
changing times. 

Disneyland announced it was 
shutting down. Professional 


sports leagues suspended sea- 
sons. And more schools and col- 
lege campuses across the state be- 
came ghost towns. 

In a dramatic move bound to 
have profound social and eco- 
nomic impacts, Gov. Gavin New- 
som late Wednesday night ordered 
Californians to cancel or postpone 
gatherings of 250 or more people 
statewide through at least the 
end of March to slow the spread 
of the disease. Newsom followed 


up Thurs- 
day morn- 
ing with an 
executive or- 
der and made 
clear during a 
news conference that he consid- 
ers the directive to be mandatory. 
Newsom’s announcement fol- 
lowed a similar statewide call by 
Oregon Gov. Kate Brown and one 
by Washington Gov. Jay Inslee for 
three Seattle-area counties hit 

hard by the COVID-19 outbreak. 
“Each of us has extraordinary 
power to slow the spread of this 
VIRUS » PAGE 10 
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Gov. Gavin Newsom has directed Californians to cancel or 
postpone gatherings of 2500r more people statewide. 


Braving the ‘strange new 
world of the coronavirus 


Some school 


districts in 
Bay Area 
closing down 


West Contra Costa, S.F. 
schools will shut for 3 weeks 


By Casey Tolan, Aldo Toledo 
and Fiona Kelliher 
Staff writers 


San Francisco’s school district an- 
nounced Thursday that all its cam- 
puses will close for three weeks, be- 
coming the largest district in Califor- 
nia to shut down in an attempt to slow 
the spread of the coronavirus. 

Hours later, West Contra Costa Uni- 
fied School District announced it will 
close schools for three weeks beginning 
Monday. And Palo Alto Unified School 
District said it will 
allow parents to 


keep children home INSIDE 
even though classes Bay Area stocks 


will continue to be 
taught at its cam- 


hammered in 
historic stock 


Cliff Sanders walks with his luggage on his way home from San Jose State University after in-person classes were suspended due to 
coronavirus concerns on Tuesday. Sanders made the approximate two-hour train ride to Richmond to take his classes from home. 


Bay Area residents cope 
with disruptions, anxiety 
as daily routines change 


By Julia Prodis Sulek 
and Martha Ross 
Staff writers 


First it was her job. The 
parts from Chinese factories 
that Nhu Doan ordered for her 
company’s educational prod- 
ucts weren’t showing up. This 
week, it’s her husband’s cater- 
ing company that is suffering as 
Bay Area tech companies send 
workers home and more events 


are canceled. 

On Monday, her two boys 
were heartbroken when the 
fishing expedition for their 
Boy Scout troop was canceled. 
On Tuesday, 14 members of her 
extended family learned that 
the San Jose Shamrock Run 
they all signed up for had been 
scrapped. 

For everyday people going 
about their everyday lives, the 
coronavirus that has targeted 
the Bay Area — Santa Clara 
County is one of four major 
outbreak zones in the coun- 
try — is becoming all too real. 
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PHOTO BY JULIA PRODIS SULEK 
Dozens of seats are available on a Southwest Airlines flight 
leaving Mineta San Jose International Airport for San Diego 
on Thursday. “Wide open flight,” a flight attendant said. 


puses. market rout. C7 


Several other Bay 
Area private and public schools — in- 
cluding Presentation High in San Jose, 
Mid-Peninsula High in Menlo Park and 
Verde Elementary in Richmond — also 
said they were closing their doors out 
of concern for the virus. Piedmont Uni- 
fied’s school board will decide whether 
to shutter schools at a meeting today. 

And more districts could follow suit 
over the next few days as parental con- 
cern over student safety mounts. 

But as of Thursday evening, most of 
the region’s students were still set to 
attend classes during the escalating 
epidemic. Even as California banned 
large public gatherings in an unprec- 
edented move, state officials are leav- 
ing tough decisions about whether to 
close schools in the hands of local au- 
thorities, who are weighing their own 
individual factors. 

“From the disease-spread perspec- 
tive, it would be best to shut down 
schools, but there’s a lot of other fac- 
tors that have to be taken into ac- 
count,” said Julia Schaletzky, executive 
director of the UC Berkeley Center for 

SCHOOLS » PAGE 6 


Shutting down ALL sports is the correct 


Yes, it will be less fun 
— but the time for fun 
and games has passed 


The attending physician to 
the U.S. Congress and Supreme 
Court, Brian Monahan, report- 
edly expects anywhere from 70 
million to 150 million people in 
this country to contract coro- 
navirus. 


stitute of Allergy 
and Infectious 
Diseases, An- 
thony Fauci, says 


A 


(= 


- COVID-19 is “10 

i times more lethal 
Dieter than the seasonal 
Kurtenbach flu” — in line with 
Columnist the estimated but 


optimistic death 
rate of 1% for pre- 
pared counties. 
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Latest sports domino to fall: NCAA’s 
March Madness men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments. C1 


70 million, 100 million, 150 mil- 
lion. 

A staggering number. That’s 
a catastrophe. 

And it will disproportion- 
ately affect those who are older 


thing lo do 


Ushers leave 
empty Hammond 
Stadium after a 
baseball game 
between the 
Minnesota Twins 
and the Baltimore 
Orioles was 
canceled Thursday 
in Fort Myers, Fla. 
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